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, MNovember 2, 2000

Mr. Kenneth N. Weinsisin

Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance
Netional Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 7% Strest, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Weinstsin:

Athey Products Corporation (Athey) received a letter from TRW Commercial Steering Systems
(TRW) dated September 5, 2000 regarding a ball-socket recall (NHTSA campaign ID number is
OOE-047). Athey also received a letter from AryinMeritor dated October 13, 2000 regarding this
same recall. TRW hes detennined that a potential defect exists which relates to moetor vehicle
safety in certain TRW 20-EDL model ball-socket assemblies manufactured from Fuly 5, 1999
through October 3, 1999, These ball-socket assomblies may separate due to premature wear in
some applications. If these were to separate there could be a loss of vehicls steering in some
applications.

Athey uses tie rod assemblies that consist of (2} TRW 20-EDL model ball-socket assemblies per
tie rod assembly. The tie rod assembly is Athey part number P203675 and TRW part mumber
L20VTS8121A11. The tie rod assemblies are used in Athey 712 Loaders; (1) tie rod assembly per
machine. The Athey 712 iz a four wheel, self-propelled, off-road loader. Pee TRW's latter
mentioned above, (29) tie rod assemblies shipped to Athey are suspect parts. Potentially, (53)
Athey 712 Loaders contain the suspect tie rod assemblies. These include Athey 712 Loader serial
oumbers 744-218 through 740-270, manofactured between May 11, 1999 and October 11, 2000,
No service tie rods have been sald that are effected by the recall. Defective tie rod assemblies
can be identified by TREW manvfacturing date codes stamped on ball-socket assemblies.

Per TRW's recommendation, all Athey 712 loaders with this defect will be recalled and replaced,
in cooperation with TRW. Athey’s mandatory service bulletin number MB136 has been mssigned
for this recall.

If you have any questions please contact me at (919) 556-3171 ext. 296, or by email at
fredwakim@athev.com. You may also contact our Customer Service Manager, Susan Bailey at
(919) 556-517] ext. 224.

Sincerely,

FAM wﬂ.k;-b
Fred Wakim

Prodact Manager
Athey Products Corporation

Cc. Susan Bailey, Athey Products Corporation

David Hancock, Athey Products Carporation
Dam King Athsy Producs Corporation
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Mr. Kenneth N. Weinstein

Asgsociate Administrator for Safety Assurance
Naticnal Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 7 Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Weinstein: OO/-A46 307

Athey Products Corporation (Athey) received a letter from TRW Commereial Stearing Systems
{TRW) dated September 5, 2000 regarding a ball-socket recall (NHTSA campaign ID number
00E-047). Athey also received a letter from ArvinMeritor (AM} dated October 13, 2000
regarding this same recall

Movember 22, 2000

TRW bas determined that a potential defect exists which reletes to motor vehicle safety in certain
TRW 20-EDL model ball-socket assemblies manufactured from July 5, 1999 through October 3,
1999, These ball-socket assemblies may separate due to premature wear in some applications. If
these were to separats there could be a loss of vehicle steering in some applications.

Aﬂ'my uses tie rod assmnh]]es that consist of (2) TRW 20-EDL mode! ball-socket assemblies per
tie rod assembly. The tie rod ass-emhly is Athey part number P314612 and TRW part humber
A23102K4379, This tie rod assembly is a component of an AM axle assembly, Athey part '
number P813114 and AM specification number FDO6SCHX15. The tie rod assemblies are used
in Athey M3A, MSB, and MSD sweepers, (1) tie rod assembly per machine, The affected
vehiclez are four wheel, sef-propelled, an-highway mechanical strect sweepers. Per TRW s
letter, (69 tie rod assemblies shipped to AM and then to Athey contain suspect parts. Potentinlly
seventy-two {72) sweepers are affected by this recall.

Affected sweepers include the following:

MBA AHI, from sequence 264P 1o 272P, 275P, 285F

MBA ABD {5yd) sequence 155N

MBA ABD {4yd) sequence 254M to 261M, 263M

M9B AHL. from sequence 7298, 7308, 7378

MSD sequence S18Y, 519Y, 522Y to 339Y, 541Y, 543Y to 54BY, 531Y to 562Y, S67Y, S68Y,
570Y, 571Y, 58RY, 592Y, 393Y, 594Y, 597Y.

Affected sweepers were manufactured between September 17, 1999 and July 28, 2000. Mo
effected service tie rods have been sold or exist in current inventory. Defective tie rod aasemblies
can be idunﬁﬁnd by TRW manufacturing date md:s‘ stamped on ball-socket assemblies.

Pr,: J‘R\\Ps recummendutm all Atliey MBA, MQB And MBD Ewaepers with this defmt will be

recatled and replaced, in cooperation with TRW “Athey's mandnmrry service'bulletin numbqr
MB137 has been assigned for this recall.
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If you have any questions please contact me at (919 556-5171 ext. 232, or by email at
jameswitllams@ahey.com. You may also contact our Customer Service Manager, Susan Bailey at
(919) 556-5171 ext. 224,

Sincerely,

Mechanical Sweepers Praduct Munager
Athey Products Corporation

Cc. Susan Beiley, Athey Products Corporation

David Hancock, Athey Produets Corparation
Dan King, Athey Productz Comporation

ATHEY PRODUCTG CORFPORATION = 1239 8. Mk Bivast + Wake Forapl. NC 27587 LIRA » Difios; i1 0-355-5171 + Fax! 910-586-0120



J CLEARING THE WAY

Athey

December 7, 2000
Mr. Kenneth N. Weinstein
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance Jo
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Hay-a ﬁl‘ . 7
400 7 Street, SW

Washington, DC 20550
Dear Mr, Wainatein:

Athey Producls Corporation {Athey) reveived a ielter from Frsigitliner LLC (FL; Jated
November 2000 regarding a ball-socket recall (NHTSA campaign [D number (0V-246.001 and
Freightliner #FL268A-10).

FL has determined that a defect exists which relates to motor vehicle safety in certain ball-socket
assemblies used on trucks manufactured from July 12, 1999 through October 10, 1999, These
ball-socketz, used on centain tie rods, drag links, and steering assist cylinders, may contatn
bearing surfaces with a less than specified case depth and/or hardness and may wear put
premanurely, resulting in a seperation of the ball stud from the socket. This may caose a full or
pertial loss of steering comiol and possible vehicle crash without prior warning. The
modification consists of replacing all affected ball stud and sncket assemblies at FL dealers.

According to FL, seventeen (17) Athey MOE sweepers are affected by this recal! and their
sequence numbers are as folkews: 143-1, 146-1 thru 148-1, 150-1 thru 154-1, 161-1, 167-1 thu
169-1, 171-1, 172-1, 174-1, 180-1. These sweepers were manufactured between September 21,
1959 and March 7, 2000.

This document is an addendum to a previous recall notification to NHTSA dated November 22,
2000 for Athey MEA/M9B/MID mechanical sweepers (NHTSA campaign ID: O0E~047 and
Athey mandatory bulletin MBE137}). The information in this addendum wlll be communicated via
Athey MB137.

if you have any questions please contact me at (919) 556-5171 ext. 232, or by email at
jemeawillisams@athey.com. You may also contact cur Customer Service Manager, Susan Bailey at
{919) 556-517] ext. 224,

Sincerely,

i At

James ] Williams,
Mechanical Sweepers Product Manager
Athey Products Corporation

Cc. Susem Bailey, Athey Praducts Corporation
David Hancock, Athey Products Corporation
Dan King, Athey Products Corpaoration
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